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an ever-increasing concern
in our modern and technology dependant
societies. Some of these hazards may be
attributed mainly to natural causes (for
example earthquakes, floods) while others
are due to human activity (for example
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water pollution, leaks from chemical

F@’ 5 | s factories). Due to the high population
concentrations observed these days and

T—— intense environmental exploitation,

an environmental disaster may lead to
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£ ‘? this work, we present how environmental
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Read more in the paper by Theodore
Antoniou and P. G. Michaelides presented
at the HSci 2006 - 3rd International
Conference on Hands-on Science.

pp 404-409 of the Proceedings
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Optional environmental
education in Greek schools

nvironmental education constitutes
E a major component of the Greek

schools’ activities. It is delivered as
formal education, as optional education
programs and as informal activities. The
formal education includes specific courses
or, more often, modules and related
activities within the syllabus of all the
school subjects. The optional education
programs take place outside the normal
school hours, usually in the form of
‘environmental education groups’ studying
in depth a specific environmental issue. The
informal activities are within the context
of the school culture in its daily operation.
In this work, we present a review of the
optional environmental education programs
during the previous years as they were
implemented by the schools of Heraklion,
a prefecture in the area of Crete,
which may be considered as
representative of the whole of
Greece.
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