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CERME GUIDELINES FOR AUTHORS

CERME deliberately and distinctively moves away from research presentations by individuals towards collaborative group work. Its main feature is the Thematic Working Group whose members work together in a common research area. There are 15 groups in this conference and researchers wishing to discuss their findings should submit a paper or a poster proposal to one of these groups. We want each group to provide a good scientific debate with the purpose of deepening our mutual knowledge about the problems and methods of research in our field.  Groups will have  more than 12 hours over four days in which to meet and progress their work.  Conference participants are expected to work within just one group.  In addition, there will be plenary activities and a 90-minute poster session.

CERME papers and posters must be about research (empirical, theoretical, or developmental). If you wish to submit a paper or a poster to this conference it should be sent to the coordinator of ONE of the 15 groups (see the e-mail address in the list of the Thematic Working Groups). If you are unsure as to which group your paper/poster fits best, please send it to one group, but indicate other groups to which it might also be relevant. The receiving group coordinator will decide together with the other group leaders and Programme Committee on its designation and, if necessary, forward it to another group, informing you of what has been done. If you are unhappy with the outcome, you can contact the Chair of the Programme Committee (ferdinando.arzarello@unito.it).

All papers go through an open review process in which paper presenters are asked to act as reviewers for other papers.  All persons submitting a paper should also indicate in what areas of their experience and expertise they are willing to review other papers. Each prospective participant may be asked to review up to three papers.  Guidelines for papers and for the review process can be found on the webpage under Paper Review Guidelines. 

Poster proposals are reviewed by the WG leaders. Guidelines for poster proposals and for the review process can be found on the webpage under Poster Review Guidelines. 

CERME is developing a tradition of published post-conference proceedings, in which papers from each group are published together with an overview of the group’s work.  Acceptance of a paper for the conference does not automatically guarantee publication in the post-conference proceedings.  Posters will not be published in the post-conference proceedings (nor are they put in the website for the conference). Papers may have to be modified according to group leaders’ specifications before publication can be agreed.  This reflects a practical way to address issues of inclusion and quality in CERME.  It is an aim to be as inclusive as possible in accepting papers for presentation, and also to ensure the quality of what is published in the name of the society, ERME.  Please see the Guidelines for Group Leaders and The Review Process webpages.

Collections of CERME papers from one group or related groups may be published in books or special issues of scientific journals. The authors may also explore other publication alternatives for their papers, as journal articles and book chapters, always indicating that a previous version was presented in the CERME6 Conference. The copyright of the papers rests with the authors, unless different provisions are made for publication with the authors’ agreement.

If submitting a paper for a Working Group, please complete the registration form and send the paper to the chair of the Working Group (see the call for the address) and to the CERME6 Organisation (cerme6@univ-lyon1.fr) by September 30, 2008. Papers will not be accepted after this date. Please follow the guidance given for the format of your paper given below. You will hear from the group coordinator by November 20, 2008 concerning the results of the review process and the acceptance of your paper for the conference. You may be asked to modify your paper, in which case you should return it to the group leaders by December 15, 2008.  Details of how your paper will be included in the group sessions will be communicated by the group coordinator at a later date.

If submitting a poster, please complete the registration form and include a proposal of a poster and send it to the chair of the Working Group (see the call for the address) and  to the CERME6 Organisation (cerme6@univ-lyon1.fr)  by October 4, 2008. Proposals will not be accepted after this date. Please follow the guidance given for the format of your poster proposal given below. Concerning the acceptance of your poster you will hear from the Programme Committee by November 20, 2008.
The format of papers must be the following:

1.
Restrict your paper to a maximum of ten pages, including references, figures and appendices. You may bring multiple copies of a longer version for distribution at the Conference.

2.
Write the paper in English using Times 14-point font, 16-point line space, and 6 points between paragraphs; occupying a frame of 170 by 247 mm.

3.
Type and centre the title (in 16 point bold capitals), author(s) name(s) (in 14 point bold), and affiliation(s) of author(s) (in 14 point italics) in this order; all in Times.

4.
Underline the name of the presenting author(s).

5.
Begin the paper with an abstract of up to ten lines, single-spaced, in italics.

6. 
Indicate 5 key-words for the paper

7.
Give references in the APA style

(see http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/pamphlets/apa_style.shtml).

The format of poster proposals must be the following:

1.
Restrict your proposal to a maximum of three pages. The proposal must include a title, a summary description of the content of the poster, of the way its content will be presented, and 3 keywords. 
2.
Write the proposal in English using Times 14-point font, 16-point line space, and 6 points between paragraphs; occupying a frame of 170 by 247 mm.

3.
Type and centre the title (in 16 point bold capitals), author(s) name(s) (in 14 point bold), and affiliation(s) of author(s) (in 14 point italics) in this order; all in Times.

4.
Underline the name of the presenting author(s).

5.
Give references in the APA style

(see http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/pamphlets/apa_style.shtml).

If your proposal is accepted you will be provided with a vertical rectangular board 120 cm x 100 cm for the presentation of your poster at the conference.

Papers or poster proposals not using this format in full will not be accepted.

CERME_Template for papers (and also for poster proposals)
For your convenience, and also in order to achieve a uniform appearance for all CERME papers, we are providing a template for the document which is available to download from this web site. Please use this template in order to format your document and do not change the styles or margins given in the template. The filename of the template is CERME_Template. 

When you start using your template you are advised to save a backup copy, delete the text in the template in which you write your paper, and save that document under a new name. Note that the template includes further description of the format and styles of the paper 

_______________________________________________________________

CERME PAPER REVIEW GUIDELINES
The following rules apply to all types of paper submissions.

1.
Papers should be about research, significantly related to mathematics and to education, and conform to the aims of CERME (see the General Information in the webpage). They should be original: i.e., not have been published previously.  Contributions need not be limited to completed research. Ongoing studies may be submitted, provided that theoretical framework and preliminary results are provided in the text submitted. Papers should be concise (max. 10 pages), but must contain all information necessary to inform both reviewers and other researchers. 

Two types of papers are suitable for CERME: (A) Reports of studies (involving empirical or developmental research) and (B) Theoretical and philosophical essays. 

2.
To be accepted, papers should meet all the following criteria: (i) focus of the paper; (ii) indication of the theoretical framework and related literature, (iii) methodology (if appropriate), (iv) proper statement and discussion of results and implications, (v) clarity and (vi) relevance to the CERME6 audience. 

3.
Authors are requested to refer to related papers that have been presented at previous international conferences in mathematics education or in related journals. The authors should state what is new in their paper and how it builds on past research, or goes in new directions. Proposals too similar to papers previously presented at international conferences cannot be accepted. Proposals that represent new and significant contributions to research in any aspect of mathematics education are especially welcome. 

4.
Each participant may propose only ONE paper, although a group of authors may propose several papers, each one to be attributed to a different person attending the conference (whose name must be underlined in the paper). A participant or group of participants is allowed to propose a poster in addition to a paper (the name of the presenter must be underlined in the poster proposal; the presenter must be a person attending the conference).  Each person can have her/his name underlined at most in one paper and in one poster proposal. 

5.
Any paper will be considered for approval by the group leaders only if the underlined name of the author is pre-registered. 

6.
Papers accepted for discussion in any group may be considered also for inclusion in the post-conference proceedings.  See below for further details.

7.
The format of papers must be as follows:

a. A maximum of ten pages, including references, figures and appendices. 

b. Written in English using Times 14-point font, 16-point line space, and 6 points between paragraphs; occupying a frame of 170 by 247 mm.

c. The title should be centred (in 16 point bold capitals), author(s) name(s) (in 14 point bold), and affiliation(s) of author(s) (in 14 point italics) in this order; all in Times.

d. The name of the author(s) present at CERME6 should be underlined.

e. The paper must begin with an abstract of up to ten lines, single-spaced, in italics.

f. References must be in the APA style

(see http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/pamphlets/apa_style.shtml).

Papers not using this format in full will not be accepted.

Criteria for review
Reviewers are asked to comment on the following aspects of submitted papers:

Reports of Studies (Empirical or Developmental) 
Surveys, observational, ethnographic, experimental or quasi-experimental studies, case studies are all suitable. Papers should contain at least the following: 

(1) a statement about the focus of the paper; 

(2) an indication of the theoretical framework of the study reported, including references to the related literature; 

(3) an indication of and justification for the methodology used (including problem, goals and/or research questions, some sample or participants used criteria; data collecting instruments and procedures); 

(4) results;

(5) final remarks or conclusions.

Theoretical and Philosophical Essays
These should include at least the following: 

(1) a statement about the focus of the paper; 

(2) an indication of the theoretical or philosophical framework within which the focus or theme of the paper is developed; 

(3) reference to related literature; 

(4) a clearly articulated statement of the author's position on the focus or theme; and 

(5) implications for the existing research in the area.

Presentation and Publication
Reviewers are asked to consider papers from three points of view:

1.
Suitability for presentation at the conference, possibly with modification.

2.
Suitability for a presentation as a poster (in case the paper is rejected). 

2.
Suitability for publication in post-conference proceedings, possibly with modification.

Papers accepted for presentation in the conference but not for publication should remain the exception. 

CERME  POSTER  REVIEW GUIDELINES
The following rules apply to poster proposals.

1. Poster Presentations are suggested for those whose work is more suitably communicated in a pictorial or graphical format or demonstration, rather than through a traditional written text. A time will be allotted, after sufficient display time, during which presenters will be available by their posters for informal discussion with conference participants. The proposal should make clear how the information will be presented in a pictorial or graphical format.

2. Posters should be about researches, significantly related to mathematics and to education, and conform to the aims of CERME6. They must fit one of the 15 Thematic Working Groups of CERME6.

3. The poster proposal must be written according to the following format:

a. A summary of the poster and of the way it will be presented, with the author(s), title and 3 keywords (3 pages at most). 

b. Write in English using Times 14-point font, 16-point line space, and 6 points between paragraphs; occupying a frame of 170 by 247 mm.

c. The title must be centred (in 16 point bold capitals), author(s) name(s) (in 14 point bold), and affiliation(s) of author(s) (in 14 point italics) in this order; all in Times.

d. The name of the presenting author(s) must be underlined.

e. References must be in the APA style.

4.
Each participant may propose only ONE poster, although a group of authors may propose several posters, each one to be attributed to a different person attending the conference (whose name must be underlined in the paper). A participant or group of participants is allowed to propose a paper in addition to a poster proposal (the name of the author must be underlined in the poster proposal; the author must be a person attending the conference).  Each person can have her/his name underlined at most in one paper and in one poster proposal. 

5. 
Any proposal will be considered for approval by the group leaders only if the presenting author is pre-registered. 

Criteria for review
Reviewers are asked to comment on the following aspects of submitted poster proposals:

(1) a statement about the focus of the poster; 

(2) an indication of the theoretical framework of the study reported;

(3) an indication of and justification for its content;

(4) a statement about the format chosen by the author for the poster;

(4) possible implications for the existing research in the area.

_______________________________________________________________
CERME GUIDELINES FOR GROUP LEADERS 
Nature and Aims of the Conference
The chief aims of ERME are to promote Communication, Cooperation and Collaboration in Research in Mathematics Education in Europe. We want to know more about the research that has been done and is ongoing and the research groups and research interests in different European countries. We also want to provide opportunities for collaboration in research areas and for inter-European cooperation between researchers in joint research projects.

This conference is designed as a starting point in promoting these aims in a communicative spirit. It deliberately and distinctively moves away from research presentations by individuals towards collaborative group work. Its main feature is the Thematic Group whose members will work together in a common research area. There are 15 groups in this conference and researchers wishing to present a paper or a poster should submit it to one of these groups. We want each group to provide a good scientific debate with the purpose of deepening our mutual knowledge about the problems and methods of research in our field. Groups will have more than 12 hours over four days in which to meet and progress their work. Conference participants are encouraged to participate fully in the work of just one group.

The work of Group Leaders                       
Each group has 3 or 4 group leaders, from different countries, with interest and expertise in the theme of the group. One of these leaders coordinates the group and is responsible for decisions and actions. The group leaders organise the work of the group in the following ways:

1. Receive papers and poster proposals from prospective members of the group.

2. Read the papers and organise a peer review process.

3. Read the poster proposals and organise their review process: the responsibility of this review is of the Group Leaders, even if they may ask the help of other prospective participants to the group for this work.  

4. Receive the reviewers’ comments, decide on papers for inclusion in the programme and possibly on subgroups within the main group.

5. According to the suggestions of the reviewers, decide whether to invite authors of non accepted papers to transform their paper into a poster presentation (the deadline for the authors’ answer is November 25, 2008; if they accept, the authors are not requested to write a poster proposal).

6. Decide about the acceptance of all poster proposals and communicate the list of accepted proposals (included those under point 5 whose authors have accepted to transform the paper into a poster) to the members of the PC, who are in charge of the poster presentation session, not later than November 30, 2008.

7. Inform the authors about the decisions concerning their papers (not later than November 20, 2008) or their poster proposals (not later than November 20, 2008). 

8. Make all accepted papers available to pre-registered group members by placing accepted papers on the CERME website prior to the conference. This process constitutes the paper presentation. Papers will be ‘presented’ to members of the group in this form, and will NOT be presented orally at the conference. It is expected that members of a group will read the presented papers before the conference in readiness for working in the group. 

9. Organise a programme of work for the meeting:  this may include large and small group discussions and working sessions for developing common ideas and research programmes, etc.  In order to allow as much time as possible for discussion and debate, there will be no presentations of accepted papers.  However, authors may be given a few minutes (2-5) to comment on the main ideas of a paper.  At the discretion of the leaders, there may be a small number of short invited presentations, but these should take only a small proportion of group time. These could, for example, take the form of critical reactions to sets of accepted papers grouped on some key theme.  The spirit of the work should be as democratic and inclusive as possible.

10. Facilitate ongoing work by the group or subgroups formed during the working sessions.  If the group becomes very large, group leaders should form suitable subgroups of a manageable size for which extra rooms will be made available if possible.  All subgroups must be ‘led’ by members of the leadership team.

11. Organise informal or formal collection(s) of papers for distribution and/or publication after the Conference.

Presentation of papers and their publication in the post-conference proceedings

Papers accepted for the conference will be placed on the website for reading in advance of the conference.  This will constitute their presentation for the conference.  There will be NO oral presentation of papers at the conference.  Group time will be devoted to group WORK.  Group leaders will structure work to relate to accepted papers.  Participants will work on material from the papers as it fits the structure of group activity organised by the leaders.  

After the conference a post-conference proceedings will be published and this will include papers that have been accepted for publication.  Acceptance of a paper for the conference does not guarantee that it will be published in the post-conference proceedings. 

The reply to authors from the Group Leader on 20th November 2008 will include clear decisions concerning (a) acceptance for discussion at the conference, and (b) acceptance for publication in the post-conference proceedings. 

Those participants whose papers are accepted for publication in the post-conference proceedings will normally be given a short period of time immediately following the conference to make minor amendments to it, taking into account the discussion in their Working Group.

